The Bak%s Wife
Piano /Vocal
Chanson #1

Act One - Scene 1 Music and lyrics by
STEPHEN SCHWARTZ
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TEACHER: L'air est trop calme. Le mistral ne va pas tarder.

)

CLAUDE: Oui. Je dois aller reparer ma gouttiere - ca commence a pourrir:
Denise! Cette table, vasy, vite!

)

(DENISE gives him a look, goes to clean table as she sings to herself:)
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DENISE: (last time}
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DENISE:

THERESE:

(THERESE enters)
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The Baker's Wife P/V -4- #1- Chanson

(PIERRE and DOUMERGUE enter, in the midst of a heated quarrel.)
PIERRE: Doumergue, I am telling you for the last time...
DOUMERGUE: No, I will not cut down my oak tree!
PIERRE: But your tree shades my garden. Spinach cannot grow without sunlight.
DOUMERGUE: Pierre, I cannot make the sun rise from west to east. Move your garden.
PIERRE: Where? Into my house? Cut down that tree!
DOUMERGUE: [ will cut down that tree when you cut off your nose.

(THEY sit angrily at separate tables.)
DENISE: An old quarrel...

(last time only)
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[VAMP] OUT CUE:
J DENISE: "An old quagrel..."
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(continues)... goes on day after day. Nothing much changes here —-

a birth, a death, a marriage... But tonight is different. Tonight we are
anxiously awaiting the arrival of our new baker. You see, our old baker
died several weeks ago, and since then we have had no bread.

For weeks! At first my husband Claude would go over the hill in the
morning to St. Pierre to get the bread, but by the time he got it back

in the evening...
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(One of the VILLAGERS at a table tries to bite into a stale baguette, tosses
it aside in disgust.)

DENISE: (continues) So we are anxiously awaiting the arrival of our new baker!
You see, when you live someplace where nothing changes year after
year, a small event can be big. It can even... change your life...
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